The most recent paper about gastric cancer in south Wales is that by Craven et al who covered the extensive publications on the subject, noting, for example, the pronounced social class relation and the high SMRs in certain occupational groups such as miners.1 They also discuss the paper by Stukonis and Doll, which suggests that hard work and a healthy appetite are more probable aetiological factors than specific occupational risks. Results and comment 
The most recent paper about gastric cancer in south Wales is that by Craven et al who covered the extensive publications on the subject, noting, for example, the pronounced social class relation and the high SMRs in certain occupational groups such as miners.1 They also discuss the paper by Stukonis and Doll, which suggests that hard work and a healthy appetite are more probable aetiological factors than specific occupational risks. Results and comment Comparison of miners and ex-miners with non-miners, X21 = 0-39, p = 0-54. ex-miners which is, however, not statistically significant (X2 = 0-2, p = 0-65) because of the low number of deaths in the two groups (3 for non-miners, and 15 for miners and ex-miners).
A possibly more stringent test of the hypothesis is to examine trends by category of simple pneumoconiosis, as these categories are closely related to dust dosage. There is a minor difficulty as to how to group the categories, as the attack and progression rate of progressive massive fibrosis is independent of further exposure to dust. We have analysed two different groupings, 0, 1, 2, 3, A, BC, and 0, 1, 2, 3ABC. The results of the first give the results x2 = 0 13, p = 0-72 and the second x2 = 0 12, p = 0-73. There is thus no evidence of a trend. Table 2 shows the gastric cancer mortality by age in non-miners, and miners and ex-miners. Here there is no evidence of any significant difference (allowing for age x2 = 0 39, p = 054). It must be admitted, however, that the non-miner group aged 75 and over is small.
We thought that we could pursue the argument further by using our industrial histories, taken in three towns in the Rhondda Fach in 1950 and 1953, of all the miners and ex-miners. We had available indices for "years on the coalface" and "years underground." We also hoped that any differences shown by the results using the two indices might give us an idea as to whether there were any other underground factors that might be important. Unfortunately we could use only the detailed histories of those designated ex-miners in 1950 and 1953, as the others, the miners of that time had further exposure to dust. There were 37 ex-miners, so designated, who died of gastric cancer in the next 30 years. Four controls and one reserve were chosen from all the ex-miners born in the same years as the cases who did not die from gastric cancer. Table 3 
